Key messages from 2015
Ensure that the care of every baby eligible for
Each Baby Counts gets a comprehensive and robust
review by a multidisciplinary team that has
time set aside for doing this work.

Multidisciplinary team

Recognise the
additional perspective
an external panel
member will bring
to local reviews.

Make parents aware
that a local review is
taking place and invite
them to participate
in accordance
with their wishes.

Investigation/
review

Focus on finding systemic
rather than individual-level
actions and recommendations
to improve future care.

How many babies?

921
BABIES IN
2015

921 eligible babies were reported in 2015. Of these:

Engage with the
new standardised
perinatal
mortality review
tool once it is
available.

13%

Intrapartum
stillbirths

119 babies
(77 confirmed and 42 suspected)

16%

Early neonatal
deaths

147 babies

71%

Note: These categories are mutually exclusive. Babies with a severe brain injury who also
died within the first 7 days of life are classified as early neonatal deaths

Severe brain
injuries

655 babies

Key findings based on interim 2015 data
In a quarter of
local reviews the
parents were not
made aware that
a review was taking
place.

In half of local
reviews the parents
were informed of the
outcome of the review
but were not invited to
contribute.

Local
review

Obstetrician

48%
No tools

One tool

The amount of involvement
parents have in local reviews
is not consistent.

Tools and methodologies
Almost half of all local reviews were
not carried out using any specific tool
or methodology. Where a tool or
methodology was used, there was
little consistency in local practices.

The easy way out?

No recommendations
or solely focussed
on individuals

Risk
management
midwife

50%

Parental
involvements

39%

In a quarter of
local reviews the
parents were invited
to contribute to
the review.

2%

Two or more
tools

39% of the local reviews that contained sufficient
information for assessment had either no recommendations
made or contained recommendations that were solely
focussed on an individual staff member.

Neonatologist

Manager

Anaesthetist

Others

?
Multidisciplinary panels
of local reviews involved a multidisciplinary panel. Of those local reviews which

96% involved a multidisciplinary panel, 7% involved an external panel member.

Read our full report: www.rcog.org.uk/eachbabycounts

